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from time to time in the laws and their execution, and for his interesting 
statistical comparisons between English and American developments. Un- 
fortunately the many quotations from parliamentary and other reports and 
addresses are chiefly drawn from only one side of the controversy and could 
easily have been matched by equally weighty official statements and reports 
on the other side. 

Cleveland, Ohio. Edward W. Bemis. 

Michels, R. Patriotismus und Ethik: Eine kritische Skizse. Pp. 32. Price, 

50 pf. Leipsic : Felix Dietrich, 1906. 
Samuel Johnson's famous definition of patriotism might have served as 
motto for Robert Michels' Patriotismus und Ethik. From the point of view 
of a German socialist the writer subjects to a most brilliant and merciless 
criticism various current ideas of patriotism and fatherland. Whether the 
latter be conceived as place of birth and early training, as the seat of one's 
race, as the source of one's subsistence, as a community of interest within 
political limits, or simply as the state of which one is a citizen, Michels 
succeeds in showing that fatal absurdities and inequalities must result. To 
him class standards and not international boundaries are the real social 
line of cleavage in the modern world. Many readers, particularly on this 
side of the Atlantic, will not find it easy to agree with his statement that 
the sole factors which have formed the fatherland-state are force, war, and 
dynastic marriages. Nevertheless with some rearrangement and with cer- 
tain citations of new material much of Michels' criticism of ordinary 
sentimental patriotism would be as valid applied to American as to German 
conditions. In concluding his study our author expresses the opinion that 
an ethical basis for patriotism may be found in national civilization, "not 
the enforced civilization of savages by means of brandy and the Bible, but 
rather civilization as the basis of the progress of humanity on its path 
to the realization of the greatest possible physical and intellectual welfare, 
physical and intellectual capacity for enjoyment, the greatest possible earthly 
welfare." This is altogether beautiful, and largely commendable, doubtless, 
yet if subjected to the same logical process that our author himself applies 
to other concepts it could readily be resolved into thin air. Reacting from 
extreme to extreme one is tempted to recall in this connection Senator 
Conkling's famous mot to the effect that when Doctor Johnson defined 
patriotism as the last refuge of a scoundrel he forgot the infinite possibilities 
that lurk within the word reform. 

Swarthmore College. Robert C. Brooks. 

Warne, Frank Julian. The Coal Mine Workers, a Study in Labor Organisa- 
tions. Pp. x, 251. Price, $1.00. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 
1005. 
Few people who glibly discuss the trade union have any actual knowledge of 
its manner of working, or its actual purposes. The unions are often much 
abused and misunderstood institutions, possessing the same virtues and short- 
comings as other political and commercial organizations. Dr. Warne has 
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